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2017-2018 Civics Syllabus
 (Subject to revisions)

	Mr. Sobotta
	Voice Mail: TBD

	Course: Civics
	sobottak@wlwv.k12.or.us

	Home Room: A102
	Office Hours: M-F by appointment 


Course Description 

This course will examine the building blocks of society, such as social hierarchies, rights, responsibilities, economics, and justice.  We will also study the political process, the three branches of government and the federal system, the Bill of Rights, and the impact of media. In this class, participatory learning is stressed.  Class activities may include debates, mock trials, outside interviews, research, plenty of writing, field trips, and constant discussion. 

Social Studies Department Mission Statement

We teach students the content knowledge, intellectual skills, and civic responsibilities necessary for fulfilling the duties of lifelong citizenship in a participatory democracy. These skills include communication, collaboration, critical thinking, creative problem solving, and capable learning.
Learning Outcomes
Students completing this course will be able to:

· Frame a research question

· Demonstrate an understanding of historical chronology

· Use research data to support an argument or position

· Interpret and apply data from primary source documents, including political cartoons, graphs, letters, works of art, music, etc.

· Effectively use analytical skills of evaluation, cause and effect, compare and contrast, and the recognition of bias

· Work effectively with others to produce presentations, review sheets, artwork, and solve problems

Materials for Civics
-Confidence


-Writing utensils (black or blue ink only)

-Participation


-Paper, Binder, or note taking device

-Textbook 


-Highlighters, Colored Pencils, Markers. 
Classroom Expectations: All Guidelines and rules of West Linn High School will be followed.
In addition, the Student is expected to:

Be On Time. Please be respectful of our time together and use it wisely. 
Come to class prepared. Please bring your textbook and supplies to class each day.
Respect the speaker. This includes your classmates, guests, and Mr. Sobotta.
Act Responsibly. Both inside and outside of the classroom.
Help Others Learn. Give sincere assistance, but please do not distract others. 
*Additional classroom procedures and expectations will be covered in class. Students are responsible for both.
PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES WHILE YOU ARE IN CLASS. I WILL PROVIDE ELECTRONICS TO USE WHEN THEY ARE NECESSARY. THANK YOU!
Consequences of not meeting classroom expectations:

I.   Discuss the behavior with the student (verbal warning).

II.  Conference with the student (seat change/detention/ incident report/ parent contact)

III. Referral to administration (Mr. Sobotta will go directly to this step if necessary) 

Schoolmaster Parental-Access-Support-System (PASS): 

You will need to use your child’s 6-digit ID and PIN number to access this account. Information is available on the West Linn High School website. 

Homework Expectations:

Each homework assignment has been specifically designed to increase the opportunity for each student to be successful in this course. In addition, I firmly believe in creating an environment that demands accountability and responsibility. With that being said, all unexcused late assignments will be automatically deducted 50%. 

Grading:

Tests-20%

Classwork-25%

Homework-10%

Projects/Simulations-30%

Participation-15% 
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A = 90-100% of total points, 

B = 80-89.9%, 

C = 70-79.9%, 

D = 60-69.9%, (we need to talk)
F-59.9% or lower (no extra credit) 

Makeup Policy and Long Term Project Policy:

Make-ups will only be permitted for excused absences, and must be arranged the first day back.

You have one day per day missed to make up assignments for an excused absence to receive full credit.

Makeup tests must be taken within one week from the original test date, no exception.

Long Term Projects are due on the published due date, no exceptions.

Excused and Un-excused Absences:

Parents must contact the WLHS attendance office to excuse an absence.

Un-excused absences will result in loss of points for the day and assignments cannot be made up for credit.

Extra Assistance Information:

Students: If you need extra help, please make an appointment with Mr. Sobotta either before school or after school as soon as possible.

Parents/Guardians: If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me anytime, preferably by email. Thank you for your time and support.                                          
PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN FOR CREDIT 

I have read the above course statement and understand its contents. I agree to participate in class and complete the course work. I also agree to follow the guidelines set forth in this course outline.

Parent/Guardian   __________________              ___________________             ______________

                                               Print name                                         Signature
           Date

Student                __________________               ____________________           ______________

                                       Print name                                         Signature
           Date
*content in this syllabus is subject to change

*Content contained in this syllabus is subject to change.


